TUSKERS   TAKING    BAGGAGE   UP   TO   THE   HILLS
In the hilh country of the Southern Shan States elephants are the only paclc animals that can
negotiate the steep paths up to the villages.    For various reasons the tribesmen keep these paths
as secret and difficult as possible, and so bad are some of them that a bagga^p elephant has taken
fourteen hours to cover four and a half mile?
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their brass-necked women; the Bre, who coil the brass rod round their legs and arms instead of their necks ; the La'hu, the Akha, and a great many more, who do not care what they are called as long as they are left in peace.
Finally, there is a constantly increasing horde of natives of India, whom the old-fashioned Bur-man still considers and calls a superior class of animal, and makes use of accordingly. They are useful to do coolie work, and carry on the agricultural operations which the lazy Burman used mostly to leave to his womankind. These "natives/' as they are universally called in the province, make much money. In this respect, some of them are emulated by the Chinese, whom by contrast the Burman rather likes. The Burmese girl certainly likes them. She is
"LADS-GO-COURTING   TIME"
Authorised courtship takes place about nine o'clock at night.
Dressed in her best, the girl, unattended but not unsupervised
by her parents, then receives her wooer in her own home and
plays the pretty comedy known to all lovers
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